OVERVIEW OF U.S. FEDERAL REGULATORY FRAMEWORK
Once a law has been enacted by Congress, the appropriate federal agency (e.g., the Consumer Product Safety Commission, the Federal Trade Commission, the National Highway Traffic and Safety Administration, et al.) may create the regulations to implement the law. Before such regulations can be adopted, the appropriate federal agency ordinarily will issue a notice of proposed rulemaking (NPRM) to solicit public comments on the proposed rules. To provide opportunity for public comment, the appropriate federal agency must issue draft regulations or "Proposed Rules" that are published in the Federal Register and as a WTO TBT notification. The agency reviews the comments and can then issue a "Final Rule" that also is published in the Federal Register, and later, published annually in the Code of Federal Regulations (CFR). Together, the enabling acts and laws [published in the United States Code (USC) once passed] and the final regulations (published in the CFR) provide a framework for the implementation and enforcement of most federal laws in the United States. 
HOW TO USE THIS GUIDE

Federal Trade Commission (FTC)
The FTC Act Title 15, United States Code, Chapter 2, Subchapter I, Sections 41-58 The FTC Act broadly prohibits unfair or deceptive acts or practices in or affecting commerce. The Commission will find deception if, either by the inclusion or exclusion of information, it is likely to:
• Mislead consumers acting reasonably under the circumstances, and • Affect the consumer's choice or conduct, thereby leading to injury.
The FTC Act allowed the FTC to enact regulations intended to prohibit unfair or deceptive acts or practices.
OVERVIEW OF U.S. STATE REGULATORY FRAMEWORKS
A growing number of areas are covered by both state and federal statutes, including consumer protection, employment, and food and drug regulation. (State laws give way to stricter federal laws that address the same issue.) When a state's Governor signs a bill, it becomes a state law. Once a law has been enacted by a state, it is the responsibility of the appropriate state agency to create the regulations necessary to implement the law. 
STATE REGULATORY AUTHORITIES AND TECHNICAL REGULATIONS (MANDATORY)
In the U.S., some state laws and regulations are enacted which are more stringent than the federal laws. , have been adopted into law in 45 of the 50 U.S. states. The purpose of these regulations is to provide accurate and adequate information as to the identity and quantity of contents of packages so that purchasers can make price and quantity comparisons.
UPLR requires that non-consumer packaging bear a label specifying the identity of the commodity; the name and place of business of the manufacturer, packer, or distributor; and the net quantity of contents in terms of weight or mass measure, or numerical count in a uniform location upon the outside of the package. All information must be clearly stated in the English language.
Toxics in Packaging Legislation
This legislation was originally drafted by the Source Reduction Council of the Coalition of Northeastern Governors (CONEG) in 1989. It was developed in an effort to reduce the amount of heavy metals in packaging and packaging components that are sold or distributed throughout the United States. The law is designed to phase out the use and presence of mercury, lead, cadmium, and hexavalent chromium in packaging. The legislation has been successfully adopted by nineteen states. 
OVERVIEW OF THE U.S. VOLUNTARY STANDARDS FRAMEWORK
The U.S. system of standards development is driven by the private sector. The majority of U.S. standards are voluntary and developed through consensus methods that reflect the needs of producers and manufacturers, users and consumers, and the government. The American National Standards Institute (ANSI) (a non-governmental, not-for-profit organization) coordinates the private sector activities of the voluntary standards development community in the U.S. There are hundreds of voluntary standards developing organizations in the United States responsible for standardization in many different industries and business sectors. The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST), a part of the U.S. Department of Commerce, is the national metrology laboratory for the United States. NIST provides the technical measurement infrastructure to support global trade and the commercial measurement system. NIST, through its Standards Coordination Office, advises on and coordinates federal participation in standards setting. 
STANDARDS DEVELOPING ORGANIZATIONS (SDOS)
ASTM International
